A recent survey, The Silent Epidemic: Perspectives on High School Dropouts(2006), asked 16- to 25-year-olds why they left high school before graduating. Whether they had gone to an inner city or suburban school, the former students had some common reasons for dropping out. 

The most common explanation? They were bored. 

Forty-one percent of dropouts polled said a major reason they quit school was that their classes weren't interesting. Even those who said they earned good grades and wanted to work hard found school too boring to continue.  Adding to the reasons for dropping out was the students’ feelings that they had no connection to their schools or the adults in them. Two-thirds said they knew a teacher or a staff member who cared about their success, but only about half said they knew someone they could contact if they were having a problem in school. Just 40 percent said they had someone to talk to about personal problems.

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Education/TransformingHighSchools/RelatedInfo/TheProblem.htm
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